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CAMPANOLOGIST CHRONICLES 

The Project Completed. 
 
In September 2017 The Much Hadham PCC gave its approval 
for the rehanging of the ring of eight bells. The aim was to return the 
refurbished and re-tuned bells to the tower in time for the bells to be 
rung for the centenary of the Armistice on Sunday, 11 November 2018. 
 
The last major work to the bells was carried out seventy years ago in 1947 
with the installation of an eight-bell frame and two additional treble bells 
as part of a war memorial. The 5th and 6th bells are the oldest and they 
date from the time of Queen Elizabeth I in 1595. The 4th dates from 1654, 
the 3rd and 7th from 1738 and the 10¾cwt tenor from 1759. Inspections 
from three bell hanging firms had highlighted the poor installation and 
condition of the fittings, most of which date from the 19th century. It was 
time for the present generation to take action so that the bells will 
continue to be enjoyed by future generations. 
 
Fundraising began in earnest. Many donations were received in cash, 
goods and labour from the local community. Significant grants have been 
given by The Heritage Lottery Fund, The Henry Moore Foundation, The 
Stansted Airport Community Trust, The Hertford County Association of 
Change Ringers and The Much Hadham Recreation Trust. 
 
The eight ringing bells along with the small Sanctus bell were taken down 
from the tower in August 2018 and taken to bell hangers Whites of 
Appleton’s works in Oxfordshire for refurbishment and re-tuning. After 
inspection it was apparent that the fifth and tenor bells were cracked and 
needed welding repairs. Approval for the work was quickly obtained from 
the St Albans Diocesan Registry and the work was undertaken enabling 
the bells to be returned to the church in late October for rehanging in the 
existing oak frame with new headstocks, wheels and fittings. After five 
days the bells were ready for ringing and they rang out for the first time 
on Saturday 27 October 2018. 
The re-tuning has improved the sound of the bells and replacing the fitting 

has made the bells far easier to ring. The works also included the 
installation of electric chimes to replace the old Ellacombe chimes, 
replacement of dilapidated sound insulation that covered the tower’s 
glass louvres with secondary glazing, improved heating and lighting, 
redecoration and a set of drapes between the church and ringing chamber 
for heat insulation. 
 
The final work by bellhangers Whites of Appleton, which included the 
installation of a new set of rope guides, was completed on Friday 14th 
December just in time for the bells to be rung for the rededication service 
the next day. The service was taken by Rt. Rev. Dr Alan Smith, Lord Bishop 
of St. Albans assisted by Rev. Dr Steve Bate and Fr. Peter Harris.  
 
The Bishop is a keen bellringer and he took the opportunity to join in with 
the ringers and take the 6th bell for a touch of  Grandsire Triples. 
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